
     

COVID-19 State and Federal Update 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
 

Nebraska State and Legislative Actions: 

March Receipts 
On Wednesday morning, the Nebraska Department of Revenue released its March General 

Fund Receipts. Gross general fund receipts for March totaled $551 million, which is 11% above 

the certified forecast of $497 million. Tax refunds in March were also 8.4% above the certified 

forecast, coming in at $171 million. Finally, March net receipts were reported at $380 million, 

12.2% above the forecast of $339 million.  

 

Governor Update 
Gov. Ricketts began his Wednesday conference by reminding Nebraskans of the ‘6 Rules’ to 

follow in order to stay healthy amid the coronavirus pandemic. The Governor also announced a 

new survey Nebraska businesses can take in order to share the impacts they have experienced, 

as well as what they will need in order to recover.  

 

Child Care 

Gov. Ricketts announced a new executive order, which will allow the Nebraska Department of 

Health and Human Services to reimburse daycare centers even if children are absent because of 

coronavirus. Typically, if a child who is on a childcare subsidy is absent, the daycare doesn’t get 

compensated by DHHS. Now those centers, as long as they are open, will be allowed to bill for 

subsidy payments.  

 

Stephany Beasley, child and family services director for DHHS, joined the Governor and 

reported that 16% of licensed childcare programs have temporarily closed, which means there 

is not childcare available for a lot of children.  She announced that HHS will begin allowing 

families who qualify for the subsidy to get childcare from an in-home provider. Beasley said she 

hopes this helps people seeking childcare, as well as people who are now unemployed looking 

for work.  

 

Q&A 

Q: Why was the state revenue higher than expected in March? 

A: Ricketts: March didn’t see the full impact of the pandemic; sales tax revenues are those 

collected in February. 

 

https://revenue.nebraska.gov/sites/revenue.nebraska.gov/files/doc/news-release/gen-fund/2020/General_Fund_Receipts_March_2020.pdf
https://revenue.nebraska.gov/sites/revenue.nebraska.gov/files/doc/news-release/gen-fund/2020/General_Fund_Receipts_March_2020.pdf
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/ne-business-response.php


Q: Is the governor convening a special council on when to reopen the state? 

A: Ricketts: We are seeking input from many sources and conducting the survey for Nebraska 

businesses. There is no special council at this point.  

 

Q: What is your reaction to a petition from state employees? 

A: Ricketts We have tried where we can to have people work from home, but some people have 

to work in the office.  

 

Federal: 
 

Stimulus Checks 
On Wednesday, the IRS released a statement refuting claims that checks would take longer in 

order to add President Trump’s name onto the memo section of the check.1 "Thanks to hard 

work and long hours by dedicated IRS employees, these payments are going out on schedule, as 

planned, without delay, to the nation." 

 

The IRS launched a new tool Wednesday, which will help non-filers enter their direct deposit 

information in order to receive their stimulus payments more quickly. The tool also allows 

people to update their bank account information, as well check the status of their stimulus 

payment. Direct deposits are currently going out, and checks should be sent out by the end of 

April. 2 

 
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/coming-to-your-1200-relief-check-donald-j-trumps-
name/2020/04/14/071016c2-7e82-11ea-8013-1b6da0e4a2b7_story.html 
2 https://www.npr.org/2020/04/15/835105999/report-adding-trumps-name-to-checks-will-delay-them-irs-says-
they-re-on-schedule 

https://www.omaha.com/news/local/nebraska-state-workers-demand-option-to-work-at-home-in-petitions-to-ricketts/article_05ddd27a-4211-5674-8eae-425d5586a854.html
https://sa.www4.irs.gov/irfof-wmsp/notice;jsessionid=G931HQ_D3C3YFFqgn9Oe69vP.33

