
 
COVID-19 State and Federal Update  
Monday, April 13, 2020 
 
Nebraska State and Legislative Actions: 
 
Pilot Program 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services announced Friday that it would be launching 
a pilot program to support first responders, healthcare workers, EMS, law enforcement, and 
corrections officers with assistance regarding potential exposure to COVID-19.  
 
From the press release: “This program will aid in reducing spread as these individuals will be afforded 
accommodations to quarantine at participating hotels in an effort to protect their families from 
exposure.  Should a first responder begin showing signs of COVID-19 they will be able to self-isolate 
and receive appropriate care if needed.  Accommodations are for those frontline employees who 
cannot quarantine at home or cohabitate with someone who is deemed high-risk.” 
 
Governor Update 
Gov. Ricketts began his Monday press conference by discussing food insecurity amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. Gov. Rickets said it has been a challenge keeping food banks and pantries open during the 
outbreak.  
 
Food Insecurity 
Scott Young of the Lincoln Food Bank joined Gov. Ricketts and said food banks across Nebraska are 
expecting to see a projected 45% increase in food insecure people. This equates to 100,000 additional 
people in the state, affecting both urban and rural areas. Young also said that resources are becoming 
more limited with the need for food growing higher, which causes serious concerns about having 
enough food in the summer months. Young encouraged those who can to donate money to the food 
banks across Nebraska.  
 
Also joining Young and Gov. Ricketts was Leia Noel of FoodNet. FoodNet is a Lincoln-based 
organization that collects food from restaurants and businesses for those in need. Noel said some 
distribution sites have closed due to fewer volunteers, but she said there is a distribution site open 
every day for anyone who needs food.  
 
Q&A 
Q: What steps are food-processing centers taking amid the pandemic? Will they be shutting down? 
A: Ricketts: Facilities are taking precautionary measures such as wearing masks, spreading out people, 
putting up plexiglass between workstations and other common areas.  
 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/State-Pilot-Program-Offers-Assistance-to-First-Responders,-Aims-Reduce-Spread.aspx


Q: The local public health director in Grand Island says health providers in the city are getting 
overwhelmed. Do you have a plan to move people? 
A: Ricketts:  Yes, we have plans in place to move people to get care elsewhere if needed. Dr. Gary 
Anthone added that St. Francis in Grand Island (a CHI hospital) has in-network connections in Kearney, 
Lincoln, and Omaha. Anthone said other healthcare providers not part of the CHI network have agreed 
to help as well if needed.  
 
Q: What are your thoughts on the opinion article from Sens. Halloran and Erdman that calls for the 
state to open back up and let people get infected in order to develop herd immunity? 
A: Ricketts: We want to open our businesses and community back up; however, we don’t want to 
overwhelm our healthcare system. “Herd immunity is not a plan,” Governor Ricketts said.  
 
Q: How much guidance will Nebraska take from the federal government in plans to reopen the state? 
A: Ricketts: We will look to a wide network for guidance, including the federal government.  
 
 
Federal: 
 
Congress 
An additional $350 billion for the small business relief program hangs in the balance as lawmakers 
battle over whether to add additional funds for hospitals, local governments, and food stamp programs 
to the next COVID-19 relief package. 1 The clock is ticking, as the initial funds for the small business 
program enacted through the CARES Act are starting to run out. Republicans say other matters can 
wait, and that the need for additional funds to the small business relief program is immediate. 
Democrats argue that there are other timely issues that need to be addressed, and that a portion of 
the $350 billion for small businesses need to go to small businesses in under-served communities. 
Conversations and negotiations are likely to continue throughout this week.  

 
1 https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/13/politics/congress-small-business-loan-fight/index.html 

http://www.hastingstribune.com/state-senators-offer-analysis-on-covid-19-pandemic/article_af91cc7c-7cee-11ea-ae24-2313231ca9bb.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/13/politics/congress-small-business-loan-fight/index.html

