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Nebraska State and Legislative Actions: 
 
Governor Update 
Gov. Ricketts began his press conference announcing he has issued an executive order waiving 
some licensing restrictions for health care professionals. Through the executive order, health 
care professionals will be able to: transfer licenses from state-to-state, waive some licensing 
fees, waive renewals, waive test results before practice, and waive FBI checks.  Gov. Ricketts 
said this executive order is targeted at retirees who may want to help, and that we may need 
more professionals in the coming weeks. Gov. Ricketts also announced that Nebraska now has 
the capability to administer about 1,000 tests per day. Finally, he announced that there are five 
school districts in northeast Nebraska using a 3D printer in order to print personal protection 
equipment for Faith Regional Hospital in Norfolk.   
 
Education 
Education Commissioner Matt Blomstedt said new guidance was issued this week for Nebraska 
schools to provide classes and instruction without students being physically present in schools. 
His recommendation is that schools continue to teach with an alternate learning environment. 
He also said that schools that want to reopen, should circumstances change, will need approval 
by public health officials. Finally, Blomstedt announced that the Nebraska Department of 
Education is working with schools on best practices for graduation. He encourages teachers to 
work with students, and to keep in mind most seniors have completed three-fourths of their 
final year.  
 
Tele-health 
Gov. Ricketts, as well as a Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska representative, announced that all 
tele-health visits will be reimbursed to doctors just as normal office visits. Patients will not have 
co-pays for tele-health visits. Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska will be making these payments 
to ensure doctors can keep their offices open and stay in business amid the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Gov. Ricketts said he hopes other insurance companies do the same.  
 
Nebraska Reports First Death 
During Q&A, Gov. Ricketts was asked to comment on Nebraska’s first COVID-19 death, and he 
said he hadn’t heard it was confirmed yet. However, the Omaha World Herald published the 
story online just a short time before the press conference. The first death is a 59-year-old 
Omaha man who had underlying health conditions. He had been self-quarantining since March 
11 after traveling.  
 



Executive Order 
On Thursday, Gov. Ricketts issued a new executive order in regard to childcare. The executive 
order temporarily expands childcare options in Nebraska by allowing nonprofits, faith-based 
organizations, and schools to help provide childcare to families in Nebraska in need due to 
COVID-19. It also eases the licensing requirements to open and operate a temporary, non-
residential childcare in an alternative setting.  The executive order is effective immediately and 
will remain in place until 30 days after the Nebraska lifts the current COVID-19 state of 
emergency.  
 
Town Hall 
Gov. Pete Ricketts, Chief Medical Officer Dr. Gary Anthone, and Education Commissioner Matt 
Blomstedt conducted a televised townhall on Thursday evening. 1 You can view the townhall here. 
Questions from the townhall that caught my attention were: 
 
Q: Why isn’t Nebraska administering more tests? 
A: “There’s no governor in the country that feels like they have enough tests,” Gov. Ricketts said. He said 
Nebraska is now seeing around 400 tests per day administered, and that number will continue to 
increase with providers such as Bryan Health and CHI now administering their own tests in house. Gov. 
Ricketts said that when he initially met with UNMC and crafted a plan, they planned on not having 
enough tests. Dr. Anthone said that he thinks public health is working right now in Nebraska and is 
impressed with the way the numerous local health departments are working to serve their communities 
while collaborating with each other. Dr. Anthone said he believes local health departments doing their 
part is a large factor as to why Nebraska hasn’t seen exponential growth in cases.  
 
Q: With a possible recession looming, would Gov. Ricketts consider more infrastructure spending on 
things such as dams? 
A: Ricketts said he would consider all and any opportunities to get the economy back on track. He said 
that right now however, his sole priority is slowing the spread of COVID-19.  
 
Q: How do we get people back to work once this subsides? 
A: Gov. Ricketts said he is encouraging employers to help employees get through the current 
circumstances so they can bounce back quickly once they are able to conduct their business as usual. He 
mentioned that if an employee can hang onto part-time status, they can still receive unemployment 
benefits. Gov. Ricketts also mentioned that if anyone was looking for a job, the Nebraska Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Nebraska Department of Corrections are both actively hiring.  
 
Q: What can be done to make internet more accessible and affordable right now? 
A: Gov. Ricketts mentioned the Public Service Commission’s recent Million Dollar Grant Program, which 
will allow internet providers to seek reimbursement for providing services to low-income families during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. Anthone also mentioned the work the Nebraska Medical Association is 
doing with rural health care providers in order to expand tele-health services. Dr. Anthone said the work 
to expand tele-health has been accelerated and will change how we provide care in Nebraska, even 
after COVID-19 wanes.  
 

 
1 https://journalstar.com/news/local/ricketts-at-town-hall-there-s-no-governor-in-the/article_f53f8510-471e-
53a8-aa0d-05580180e806.html#tracking-source=home-top-story 
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Q: What is the purpose of allowing for temporary childcare providers to quickly operate in schools, 
hospitals, and churches? Centers in the Lincoln area are barely operating and have many openings for 
childcare and would like to maintain their business.  
A: Gov. Ricketts said the purpose was to create more capacity and address the concern of those working 
overtime suddenly, like healthcare workers and first responders. He said that he personally had heard 
from many workers across the state who couldn’t find childcare and thought this would help those 
people. Gov. Ricketts assured that all temporary daycares will still have to undergo background checks 
as usual.  
 

Federal:  
 
Nonprofits 
On Friday afternoon, the U.S. House of Representatives approved the $2 trillion stimulus package passed 
by the Senate earlier this week. 2The bill now awaits President Donald Trump’s signature. The package 
includes many provisions relating to nonprofits such as: expanding the charitable deduction to all 
taxpayers for a year, eligibility for federal loans, and tax incentives for corporate giving. 3 Also included: 
 

• For taxpayers that itemize donations, the bill lifts the cap on annual giving from 60 percent of 
adjusted gross income to 100 percent. For corporate charitable giving, the bill raises the annual 
limit from 10 percent to 25 percent on taxable income. The cap on food donation deductibles 
for corporations will rise from 15 percent to 25 percent.  

• Nonprofits with 500 or fewer employees will be eligible for Small Business Administration loans 
of up to $10 million. Nonprofits will also be eligible for expedited loans of up to $1 million. These 
funds would have to be used for payroll, as well as health-insurance premiums, facilities costs, 
and debt services.  

• The bill creates a refundable payroll tax credit of up to $5,000 for each employee. Nonprofits 
that have experienced a drop in revenue of at least 50 percent in the first quarter of 2020 
compared with the first quarter of 2019 are eligible. The credit is available each quarter until the 
nonprofit’s revenue exceeds 80 percent of the same quarter in 2019. Those receiving 
emergency SBA loans are not eligible for these tax credits.  

• The bill appropriates an additional $10 billion to another SBA program, Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans, and waives creditworthiness requirements for all applicants, including nonprofits. Those 
eligible will be able to get checks for $10,000 within three days. 

• Nonprofits that self-fund unemployment benefits may be eligible to be reimbursed for up to half 
the costs of benefits provided to laid-off employees. 
 

 
2 https://www.npr.org/2020/03/27/822062909/house-aims-to-send-2-trillion-rescue-package-to-president-to-
stem-coronavirus-cr 
3 https://www.philanthropy.com/article/stimulus-bill-providing/248350 
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